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TO: Ezceptioniii Student Education Directors 

FROM: Barnbi J .  Loc 

SIIB.JECT: YATIONAL INS&&CTIONAL MATERIALS ACCESSIBO.ITY 
STANDARD (N IAS), RECORDINGS FOR THE BLIND AND 
DYSLEXIC (RFB&D), AND BOOKSHARE 

The Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services has received questions from districts 
requesting clarification about the relationship of NIMAS, RFB&D, Bookshare, a11d the Florida 
Instructioniil Materials Center for the Visually impaired (FIMC-VI). As the lii3,lAS Authorized 
User for Florida, the FIMC-VI is the provider for texts produced using NIMAS-derived files. 
Other titles, includins textbooks published prior to August 7-006, may continue to be ordered 
directly rhrough FGB&D or Booltshare. 

Eligibility for RFB&D and Bookshare 
RFB&D and Bookshare have always been required to meet the eligibility requirements of the 
Chafee Aniendment; so students urith individual educational plans (IEPs) meeting NIMAS 
eligibility requirements should also meet the eligibility requirements for these entities. It should 
be noted that YlMAS/Florida does require a separate student registratio11 and ordering process 
using the NIMASIFlorida database. 

NIMAS is specific to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Studeuts declared 
as disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act may not be served through 
N1MAS;Florida. Those who do meet Chafee eligibility will not qualify for KIMAS-derived files 
because the) do not have IEPs. 
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For students who are Chafee-eligible, districts are encouraged to work with RFB&D andlor 
Bookshare. Districts should also work directly with the publishers to obtain texts in accessible 
format for 501 students who arc not Chafee-eligible. 

iivailable lnsiructional Materials 
Examples of instructional inaterials that can be ordered in specialized formats for NThfAS- 
eligible students through FIMC-VT via NIMAS/Florida database include: 

1) Florida editions or national editions of core il~structional materials also known as rnajor 
instructional tools listed in the State-Adopted Instructional Materials Catalos: 
hltp:/hw-iv.fldoe.orE;bii/i11struct inllt 'catdo~l .asD 

21 Core instructionar materials (textboolts) published after August 18, 2006 

The follou-ing are examples of instructional materials. which inay be ordered through RFB&D or 
Bookshare for NlMAS-eligible students: 

1) Ancillary or supplemental materials that are not necessary to meet the curriculum 
requirements for the intended course 

2) Textbooks published prior to August 18, 2006 
3) Instructional niaterials ordered by districts with flex funds 
4) Trade books that are not bundled with the textbooks 
5) Reference worlts 

We trust this infomlation provides clarity for districts continuing to establish services for 
students with print disabilities through RFB&D and Bookshare. If you hate questions, please 
contact Ms. Dawn Sa~mders_ Program Specialist, Florida Department of Education, by electronic 
mail at Da\vn.Saunders<afldoe.orc or h.1~. Suzanne Dalton. Supenisor, FIMC-VI, by electronic 
mail at &Iton? litncvi.& or by telephone at (813) 837-7826. 

cc: Suzanne Dalton, &ton'iifin~cvi.og 
Liliana Acosta, kosta,@~-ibd-tlorida.ore 
Christine Jones. c h l e i @ B e n e t e c h ~  . 

FDLRS Managers 
FDLRS Regional Technology Specialists 
District Digital Rights blanagers 
Assistant Superintenden~s of Curriculu~n and instruction 
Mary Jane Tappen 
Kate Kemkrr 
Todd Clark 


