
Who can access NIMAS-derived files?
Program Eligibility for 

selected disabilities  
according to Florida 
Administrative Code 

(F.A.C.)*

Competent Authority
(certifies that student cannot read 

standard printed material)

Competent authority as defined by Title 
36 Code of Federal Regulations Section 

701.10 (b)(2) - Library of Congress 
regulations related to the Act to Provide 

Books for the Adult Blind. 

Certifying 
Professional

(Education professionals who review the 
medical information received from 

competent authorities documenting that 
students meet the eligibility criteria 

referenced in the Chafee Amendment.)

Blind
20/200 or less in good 
eye with correction
Visually Impaired
Visual disability 
prevents reading of 
standard print

Ophthalmologists
Optometrists

*Medical documentation required by 
6A-603014, F.A.C., Exceptional Student 
Education Eligibility for Students Who 
Are Visually Impaired

Doctors of Medicine
Doctors of Osteopathy
Ophthalmologists
Optometrists
Registered Nurses
Therapists
Professional Staff of hospitals, 
institutions, and public or welfare 
agencies

Teachers of the visually impaired
ESE Specialists

Physical 
Limitations
Unable to read or use 
standard print as a 
result of physical 
limitations

Physician licensed in Florida 
according to Chapter 458 or 459, F.S. 
or physician licensed in another state 
according to 6A-6.0331 (3)(c), F.A.C.

*Medical documentation required by 
6A-6030151, F.A.C., Exceptional Student 
Education Eligibility for Students with 
Orthopedic Impairment or by 6A-6.030153, 
F.A.C., Exceptional Student Education 
Eligibility for Students With Traumatic Brain 
Injury.

Doctors of Medicine
Doctors of Osteopathy
Ophthalmologists
Optometrists
Registered Nurses
Therapists
Professional Staff of hospitals, 
institutions, and public or welfare 
agencies

ESE Teachers 
ESE Specialists
Instructional/Assistive Technology
Specialists
OTs and PTs

Reading Disability
Reading limitation based on
organic dysfunction and of 
sufficient severity to prevent 
their reading printed 
material in a normal manner
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Student has an Individual Educational 
Plan (IEP) that specifies student’s needs 
for specialized formats and assistive 
technology, classroom and assessment 
accommodations, and services under 
special education and related services 
and supplementary aids and services.

Doctors of Medicine ESE Teachers
ESE and/or Curriculum Specialists  
Instructional/Assistive Technology 
Specialists
School Psychologists
Staffing Specialists
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